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Mr Gay World was going to take place in Hong Kong In 
April and May, but due to homophobic interference from 
China, the Hong Kong organisers felt it was prudent to 
cancel the competition there.
Consequently, the president of the Mr Gay World 
organisation Eric Butter from Australia, needed to move 
the finals to another country and decided that Cape 
Town would be a great location to host this event. Vice 
President, John-Louis O’Neil from Pretoria took on the 
massive task to organise this prestigious international 
competition locally. 
Mr Gay World 2019 is the most glamorous gay event on 
the South African gay calendar with over 100 finalists, 
representatives, judges and media from all over the 
world flocking to South Africa. Having experienced this 
before, as the head judge I know that the scale of this 
competition is massive. One must bear in mind that every 
single country spent well over 6 months in their quests to 
find the best ambassador for that country.
Winning the coveted national titles in the various countries 
is a huge honour and requires much more than just a 
pretty face and a hot body. Traditionally, most of the Mr 
World winners have been over 30 and tertiary educated. 
Many have highly specialised skills and they all must have 
a track record of some level of dedicated community 
project involvement.
Last year, the 11th Mr Gay World, the ultra-charming and 
dishy Australian, Jordan Bruno, made history by being 
one of the youngest Mr Gay World winners at the age of 
26. He had that rare combination of personality, looks 
and an aura of warmth that people find irresistible. 
Twinks do represent countries sometimes, but they seldom 
win the Mr Gay World title. Previous Mr Gay World 
winners tend to remain committed to make a difference. 
Over the past 10 years, New Zealand and South Africa 
have produced two winners each, except one Kiwi is an 
ex-South African!
Being a judge again is really exciting, especially against 
the backdrop of our 8 May elections. There appears to 
be consensus that our elections will provide more political 
stability which would be great for South Africa’s wellbeing. 
Our economy has been sluggish for over ten years due 
to myopic political interference in commerce, resulting 
in crippling costs to tax payers who must carry inefficient 
state enterprises. 
We need to make ourselves as a country as attractive as 
possible to investors.  
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